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The Chair, after consultation with Council
members, will appoint staff members to co-
ordinate the Council’s efforts. The Chair may
call upon the participating agencies for
logistical support to the Council, as nec-
essary.

Duties of the Council

1. Develop a citizen’s information hub. The
Council will develop and maintain a coordi-
nated inventory of relevant agency programs
and provide analyses of their effectiveness.
It will make this inventory widely available
in summary form—and upon request in more
detail—through the services of the appro-
priate Council member, to elected officials,
community groups, police organizations,
school systems, parents, and others working
on local solutions to these issues. The inven-
tory and full texts of program reports and
evaluations should be available on an easily
accessible website. The availability of this
compilation will be widely publicized.

2. Produce reports on youth violence. The
Council will prepare or have prepared re-
ports on various aspects of the problem of
youth violence, describing, for instance, best
practices in combating the problem. In doing
so, the Council should consult with non-
profits, foundations, and other organizations
that have conducted research and/or devel-
oped resources on the prevention of youth
violence. In addition, the Surgeon General
is now carrying out a broad study of the po-
tential causes of youth violence. I ask that
the Surgeon General consult closely with the
Council in the development of the study so
that I may have the benefit of participation
of all the involved agencies in its analysis and
findings.

3. Expand the Safe Schools/Healthy Stu-
dents model of collaboration. This initiative
of the Departments of Justice, Education,
and Health and Human Services has evolved
into a highly effective collaboration among
the agencies. The Council will oversee this
effort and examine options for improving its
operations and applying the model to other
governmental efforts. The Secretary of Labor
will begin participation in the initiative
through establishing linkages to Youth Op-
portunities and Youth Offender grants.

4. Provide tools for parents to deal with
the issue. Many Federal programs address
issues relating to strengthening the family
and helping parents raise children. The
Council will explore the possibility of devis-
ing a cross-program strategy to help parents
address youth violence. It will also report on
new tools emerging in both the private and
public sectors to assist parents.

5. Coordinate the Federal research agenda.
The Council will oversee coordination of
agency research agendas and the develop-
ment of needed cross-agency research col-
laborations. I ask the Council to seek to have
this structure in place to support the plan-
ning for FY 2001 research funds, and where
feasible, to improve the planned use of funds
available from prior years.

6. Develop further policy responses. The
Council will meet at the call of the Chair
to discuss new findings from analyses of the
youth violence issue and to consider new or
modified Administration responses to it, es-
pecially those that involve more than one
agency. Recommendations for initiatives will
be discussed in the Council for consistency
with overall coordinated policy before being
presented for formal decision in the budget
process. From time to time, the Council will
report to me directly on the results of its ef-
forts.

William J. Clinton

cc: The Vice President
The Secretary of the Treasury
The Secretary of the Interior
The Secretary of Agriculture
The Secretary of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment
The Director of the Office of Management
and Budget
The Director of the Office of National Drug
Control Policy

Joint United States-Norway
Statement
October 15, 1999

The President and the Prime Minister met
today at the White House to review the many
accomplishments of the enduring U.S.-Nor-
wegian partnership and to explore new areas
of cooperation.
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Transatlantic solidarity and mutual secu-
rity in NATO form the core of the U.S.-Nor-
wegian relationship. President Clinton re-
affirmed the strong U.S. commitment to the
security and defense of Norway. The two
leaders reiterated their commitments to the
Washington Summit’s vision of an Alliance
devoted to collective defense, capable of ad-
dressing current and future challenges,
strengthened by and open to new members,
and working with others in a mutually rein-
forcing way to enhance Euro-Atlantic secu-
rity and stability. They also reaffirmed their
commitment to strengthen European secu-
rity and defense capabilities for crisis man-
agement.

The Prime Minister and the President ex-
pressed satisfaction that the concerted action
of the NATO Alliance achieved an end to
Milosevic’s campaign of ethnic cleansing in
Kosovo and created the conditions for the
safe return of refugees. They reaffirmed their
strong commitment to democracy and the
rule of law in Kosovo, and their support for
the Stability Pact for Southeastern Europe
as a means of achieving lasting peace and
stability in the region.

The President congratulated the Prime
Minister on Norway’s essential contributions
as Chairman-in-Office of the OSCE. The two
leaders underscored the importance of arms
control, in particular the 30-nation Treaty on
Conventional Armed Forces in Europe
(CFE). The United States and Norway
agreed to intensify their efforts, together with
other Treaty partners, to reach agreement on
adaptation of the CFE Treaty for signature
by Heads of State and Government at the
November 18–19 OSCE Summit in Istanbul.

The United States and Norway share a
vital interest in the development of a demo-
cratic, prosperous, and stable Russia. Russia
has an opportunity to further entrench its
transition to democracy by ensuring free and
fair elections in the coming months for its
parliament and president. The President and
the Prime Minister recognized Russia’s
struggle against terrorism and reaffirmed
their support for Russia’s territorial integrity.
They urged a constructive dialogue between
the Russian government and legitimate lead-
ers in the North Caucasus that could lead
to peaceful resolution of conflict, and called

on all concerned to avoid indiscriminate use
of force and to respect human rights. The
Prime Minister and the President agreed that
increased international efforts are called for
to deal with the problem of nuclear waste
in Russia, including that from decommis-
sioned nuclear submarines. The two leaders
called on Russia to accept the 1993 amend-
ment to the London Convention that estab-
lishes a mandatory moratorium on all dump-
ing of radioactive waste at sea. They wel-
comed increased international cooperation
through the Arctic Council and the Arctic
Military Environmental Cooperation Pro-
gram. Working closely with local govern-
ments and communities, they pledged to pro-
mote sustainable development and protec-
tion of the fragile Arctic environment.

The two leaders expressed satisfaction with
the work of the Barents and Baltic Sea States
Councils and the extensive U.S.-Norway co-
operation under the U.S. Northern Euro-
pean Initiative. They underlined the impor-
tance of fully integrating the Baltic countries
into the European and trans-Atlantic com-
munity, and agreed to continue support for
language training programs in Latvia and Es-
tonia to foster social integration.

The Prime Minister and the President
share concern over the growing dangers to
international security posed by the prolifera-
tion of small arms and light weapons in areas
of conflict and post-conflict. They announced
the establishment of a Norway-U.S. working
group to marshal support for nations which
agree to destroy surplus small arms.

The two leaders noted the extensive U.S.-
Norwegian commercial relationship and af-
firmed that the United States and Norway
attach great importance to the upcoming
WTO round in Seattle. They recognized Nor-
way’s role as a major international supplier
of oil and gas to the world, and agreed U.S.
industry will remain a key partner in petro-
leum production on the Norwegian conti-
nental shelf.

The President expressed his appreciation
for Norway’s strong support of the Middle
East peace process through the Oslo process,
and saluted Norway’s leadership role in the
Palestinian donor effort. The two leaders
agreed to intensify their efforts to achieve
a lasting settlement in the Middle East and
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other conflict areas. They stressed the need
to strengthen the United Nations’ capabilities
in responding to the challenges of a new Mil-
lennium. They agreed that the protection of
human rights and dignity, eradication of pov-
erty, and the safeguarding of the global envi-
ronment were crucial to continued progress.
The two leaders agreed to work together to
reduce the debt of heavily-indebted poor
countries and increase the support among
creditors to maximize the benefits of the debt
reduction initiative.

Finally, the two leaders agreed to continue
the excellent cooperation between the two
countries through ongoing dialogue on the
full range of bilateral, regional and global
issues that join the United States and Nor-
way.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.

Proclamation 7240—White Cane
Safety Day, 1999
October 15, 1999

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
The white cane is widely recognized as a

symbol of independence for people who are
blind or visually impaired. This simple device
has given freedom to generations of blind
Americans by enabling them to move
through their communities with greater ease,
confidence, and safety.

Dr. Kenneth Jernigan, former President of
the National Federation of the Blind who
died just a year ago this month, was an early
advocate of the white cane and the full inte-
gration of blind people into every aspect of
society. Dr. Jernigan used the white cane
himself and recognized its power as a means
to allow blind people to leave the confines
of their homes for the outside world—to go
to school and to work and to make ever-
greater contributions to their communities.

Thanks to enormous advances in tech-
nology, people who are blind or visually im-
paired now have additional tools—such as
voice recognition software, computer screen
readers, and braille translators—to assist

them in carrying out their responsibilities on
the job. My Administration has proposed in-
creased investment in such assistive tech-
nology as well as a $1,000 tax credit to help
people with disabilities offset the cost of spe-
cial transportation requirements and work-
related expenses. I have also strongly urged
the Congress to pass the Work Incentives
Improvement Act so that Americans with dis-
abilities can go to work without jeopardizing
their Medicare or Medicaid coverage.

We can be heartened today that many bar-
riers to full inclusion for blind Americans
have been dismantled. But the greatest bar-
rier still remains: the attitude of too many
sighted people that those who are blind or
visually impaired are incapable of holding
their own in the working world. On White
Cane Safety Day, let us reaffirm our national
commitment to providing equal opportunity
for all Americans, regardless of disability.

To honor the many achievements of blind
and visually impaired citizens and to recog-
nize the white cane’s significance in advanc-
ing independence, the Congress, by joint res-
olution approved October 6, 1964, has des-
ignated October 15 of each year as ‘‘White
Cane Safety Day.’’

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim October 15, 1999, as
White Cane Safety Day. I call upon the peo-
ple of the United States, government offi-
cials, educators, and business leaders to ob-
serve this day with appropriate programs,
ceremonies, and activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fifteenth day of October, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-nine, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-fourth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., October 18, 1999]

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on October 19.


